
Ph.D. POSITION AVAILABLE  
• 4 Year Ph.D. Position at Neiker-Tecnalia, Vitoria, Spain 
• Multidisciplinar project in: Poultry welfare/behavior, Artificial 

Intelligence, Modeling, Production, Sustainability. Within a funded 
project of the Spanish Government (RETOS program) 

• Opportunities for paid stays abroad 
• Starting Spring 2015 (aprox.)  
• For further information contact URGENTLY: 

 Inma Estevez (iestevez@neiker.net) (34) +637422176 
 

i-BOSP: Intelligent software to support sustainable strategies and 
decisions in the meat chicken production chain 
iBOSP project will integrate last technological approaches with traditional broiler production to 
provide the meat chicken industry with an intelligent system able to support an efficient and 
sustainable broiler production. The model of sustainable production will be based on 
considerations for animal welfare and environmental responsibility. By means of the most novel 
Artificial Intelligence algorithms, knowledge models to optimally manage broiler processes will be 
generated, offering key recommendations to help industry to design better production strategies. 
Likewise, it will facilitate to the players of the production chain such as farmers, veterinarians and 
technical personnel crucial information to optimize production. Thus, iBOSP would be able to 
provide the necessary tools to assure efficient and sustainable production according to a 
production model based in social responsibility. Features of interest will be identified according to 
best management practices and most recent scientific knowledge in broiler production, health and 
welfare provided by the animal scientists’ team. This team will also provide additional tools for 
broiler welfare and health assessment, and will play a key role as inter-communicator with the 
meat chicken industry and in the system validation process. In addition, the team counts with the 
support and contributions from the broiler industry (represented by AN Avicola Melida), providing 
also the opportunity for field testing that will be essential for the development of a realistic, field 
adapted, system. Thanks to this knowledge framework, theoretical models will be designed and 
improved by using data-driven modeling and self-learning capacities, able to produce a system 
with capacity to automatically determine the real time status of the monitored processes with 
accuracy, and acting in consequence. Resulting system will be integrated and tested into key 
phases of the meat chicken production chain: hatchery, farm and slaughterhouse. Results 
obtained will be disseminated and presented in related forums, focusing on the national and 
international poultry industry. iBOSP also presents opportunities for further application and 
evolution of the system by means of collaboration with international partners in Brazil, the world’s 
second larger country in broiler production. 
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Help will be provided to prepare the application, Call for Applications 
closes in September 26th. 

 BASIC CONDITIONS 

·         Grants for predoc students. 
·         Duration: 4 years. 
·         Starting date: Spring 2015 (aprox.) 
·         Min. gross salary per year: 16.422euros. 
·         +1.500 euros for university fees. 

 

REQUISITES FOR CANDIDATES 

·         Not holding any PhD degree.  
·         To be enrolled or to have been admitted for some PhD program for academic 

course 2014-2015 (although this requisite might not be met when submitting 
the application, it still could be met few weeks after, when MINECO calls 
candidates for correcting their applications). 

 

DOCUMENTATION TO BE PREPARED & SUBMITED BY CANDIDATES 
(https://sede.micinn.gob.es/ayudaspredoctorales/) 

·         Updated CV (in Spanish or in English). 
·         Academic certificate/s for the degree/s that has/have been already obtained and 

provide/s access to the PhD program. 
Ø  It must contain: official stamp, date when it was completed, courses that were 

passed, marks obtained for each course and date when each course was 
completed. 

Ø  For certificates provided by non-Spanish centers: min. and max. mark of the 
evaluation system that was used, as well min. mark required for passing 
courses. 

Ø  For certificates in some language different than Spanish or English: official 
translation into Spanish or English. 

·         Documentation proving the enrolment or admission for some PhD program for 
academic course 2014-2015 (although this requisite might not be met when 
submitting the application, it still could be met few weeks after, when MINECO 
calls candidates for correcting their applications). 

·         Copy of valid passport (only for foreign applicants who are not registered in 
Spain). 

·         Documentation proving previous predoc contracts or grants (only when 
applicable). 

 

The application must be done on this following site electrocically: 

http://www.idi.mineco.gob.es/portal/site/MICINN/menuitem.dbc68b34d11ccbd5d52ffeb
801432ea0/?vgnextoid=186f39d05c7d6410VgnVCM1000001d04140aRCRD 
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